
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 
 

Summer Reading Assignment       Mr. Perez 
 

 Welcome to Advanced Placement English.  Your selection for this class is evidence of your 
outstanding ability in this area, as well as your willingness to work hard and challenge yourself.   

 Since this is an advanced class, you can expect to do much reading and writing for the entire 
year.  It is assumed that you will be responsible enough to complete ALL assignments on time, to 
view writing and visual texts from many different perspectives, to read, analyze, and write with the 
same level of skill and sophistication of thought you will need in a first-year college composition 
course. 

 To aid the development of thoughtful reading, and to ascertain your ability to work 
independently, you will be required to read two major works this summer.  

 Please read these works carefully and pay attention to theme.  It would be advisable to take 
some notes as you read, and to write down any questions or comments that you may have. I 
recommend that you keep a Double-Entry Journal (see separate sheet with directions) to help with 
your reading, understanding, and analysis of these two works. I want you to collect 3-4 articles 
(newspaper, magazine, internet) that tie to what you’re reading. Attach that article to a piece of 
paper – if you do the DEJ tape it into your book – and explain the connection you see. 

 Since A.P. English will be a rapidly progressing course that aims to cover many texts (most will 
be essays), we cannot afford to waste any time getting started.  Therefore, it is expected that you 
will be ready to discuss or write about these works on the first day of class. 

 

The assigned work for the summer is: 

 The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

 Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich 

- As you read these texts, several major thematic ideas start to present themselves.  Some of 
the thematic ideas are: 

o Appearance vs. Reality 
o Hope 
o Power 
o Selfishness and Selflessness 

 

- As you read, keep track of direct quotes from the book that comment on these four thematic 
ideas.  Be sure to keep track of the actual page numbers they are on so when you come to 
class in the fall you will be able to discuss them with the class.  A suggestion here is to 
write down the quote references with page numbers in your DEJ, including your 
thoughts/reactions to that quote. 



Double-Entry Journal 
 
 
 
Most of you have experience with this from tenth grade English. 

 

 

Purpose 
The purpose of a Double-Entry Journal is to give you the opportunity to express your thoughts 
and become more involved with the material you encounter. 
 

Set-Up 
You will divide your pages into two with a vertical line down the center. On the left side, you will 
copy down quotes from the original text (in parenthesis note the page where you found this 
information) that you find interesting in some way. In the right column, you will write your 
personal responses to the quote on the left. 
 

What do I include? 
Write your reaction(s) to the quote(s) you choose. Your reactions can include your opinion, 
disagreement, interpretation, understanding, prediction, analysis, and/or evaluation of that 
information. 

 
 
 
 
 

Left-Side 
 

 

Use this side for textual references. Select 
vocabulary words, phrases, sentences, de- 
scriptions, etc. Correctly copy the quoted 
material and note the page from which you’re 
taking this information. 

Right-Side 
 

 

• Visual Commentary (drawings, etc.) 
with brief explanation. 

• Written reactions, reflections, 
commentary, musings (“Hmmm....”) 

• Connections 
  Text to text 
  Text to self 
  Text to world 

• Significance 
• Questions (clarifying and probing) 
• Name Literary Techniques employed 

(e.g. characterization, conflict, 
symbol, motif, allusion, point-of- 
view, narration, flashback, 
foreshadowing, simile, metaphor, 
theme, etc), and briefly discuss them 


